
Semper Fidelis - Always faithful

“Called as God’s family; we strive to achieve our personal best by 
living and learning in Christ”

HAGLEY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

Welcome to Year 9 

Options Evening 

Wednesday 25th February 2026



“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

St Nicholas Owen make this school a safe refuge. 

Inspire in us a love of God and a love of our neighbour.

Guide us in our work and play that we may always be 
faithful to Christ, our Lord.

Amen

Let us Pray



•The KS4 Curriculum

• Curriculum Choices

•Option Subject Presentations

Format for the Evening

Year 9 Parents Evening  -  Thursday 12th March 2026
Deadline to submit options - Monday 23rd March 2026



The KS4 Curriculum

L2 Vocational/applied Courses – More applied/work related in content which develop practical skills 

and knowledge. Courses assessed through observational practical work and the creation of portfolio 

evidence but also now include exams (these are not terminal and can often be re-sat).

GCSE Courses – ‘Traditional’ courses which include a mix of theoretical study, investigative and 

practical work. Courses usually assessed with a combination of controlled assessments (Art, Product 

Design, Computer Science) and terminal written examinations in Year 11.

The next thing to consider is which courses are best suited to you

All students will study the CORE curriculum:

• GCSE English Language & GCSE Literature (Double Weighted)

• GCSE Mathematics (Double Weighted)

• GCSE Combined Science Double Award

• GCSE Religious Education

• Core Physical Education

• Character, Culture and Formation (PSHE, RSE, Careers, Citizenship)



Character, Culture and Formation Curriculum 
(PSHE, RSE, Careers, Citizenship)

• Personal, social & health education
• Relationships & sex education through the TEN TEN Education Programme
• Careers Education
• Wellbeing and mental health
• Citizenship and British values
• Assemblies and Collective Worship
• D.E.A.R



Education to 18 and beyond

• Compulsory for all children to remain in education in some shape or form 
until 18 years of age 

• Advantages for students at HCHS is that post 16 provision exists for all here.

• Options choices for KS4 will be influenced by future thoughts, dreams and 
aspirations for post-16 and post-18 education, apprenticeships and careers.

• Knowing what’s available now can help to guide those choices.



Making informed choices - Do’s & Don’ts

• Take time and make a considered decision based on guidance from school and home
• Read the option booklet closely and take every opportunity to 

speak with teachers and subject leaders
• Choose subjects you enjoy and are currently successful in

• Look at career and future study pathways and explore how your 
choices might impact on this.

• Don’t choose subjects based on friendship groups
• Don’t choose a subject because you like the teacher

• Don’t think there is an easy option, all Key Stage 4 subjects are challenging 
and require hard work, persistence and examination performance.

• Don’t rush your decision, these are the courses you will follow for the next two years

Do
n’
ts

Do
’s



Partnership for Success

Pastoral Support
• First port of call if there is a problem is your Form Tutor or Head of Year.
• Mentoring and Guidance: Individual meetings where necessary/requested.
• Liaise with Tutors, Curriculum areas, Parents/Carers.

Challenge and Information
• Target Setting: GCSE targets are set on a 5-year flightpath that challenge 
students to be in the top 5 nationally for progress
• Monitoring Progress: Data will be gathered and reported termly to monitor 
progress.
• Regular Progress Reviews, Parent/Carer Evenings.

• Advice from: Subject Teachers, Heads of 
Year, Heads of Dept, Form Tutors & 

Parents/Carers.
• School Careers Advisor

• Options Booklet: there is an information 
sheet on every subject.

• The Internet: you can research lots 
about Careers & Qualifications on the 

Net.

Look at websites

www.route14-19.co.uk 
 

Key factors in a student’s success:
• Good Attendance
• Engagement and effort
• Homework
• Coursework/Controlled Assessment
• Meeting Deadlines
• Work-life Balance
• Healthy Lifestyle

Who Can Help?

http://www.route14-19.co.uk/
http://www.route14-19.co.uk/
http://www.route14-19.co.uk/


Hagley Catholic High School - KS4 Options

Website/Our Community/KS4 Options

https://www.hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk/Page/Detail/ks4-options
https://www.hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk/Page/Detail/ks4-options
https://www.hagleyrc.worcs.sch.uk/Page/Detail/ks4-options


Option Choices Curriculum

GCSE Courses
•GCSE Geography
• GCSE History
• GCSE French
• GCSE Spanish
• GCSE Triple Science *
• GCSE Computer Science 
• GCSE Art 
• GCSE Physical Education
• GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
• GCSE Product Design
•GCSE Business Studies
•GCSE Music

Vocational Courses 

• Cambridge Technical Level 2 Certificate in Health & Social Care
• BTEC Level 2 Technical Award in Performing Arts

* Must be predicted a 4a in Maths and a 4a 
in all three Sciences in the Y9 Spring report 



Options Selection 2026
The process has been adjusted this year following the outcome of a nationwide curriculum review. The pathways 
model followed in previous years has been removed.

*To select Triple Science, you must have a Present Predicted Grade (PPG) 
of at least a 4a in Maths and in all of the three Science subjects.



Completing your Option Form

• A link to the Options Microsoft Form will 
be emailed to the students' school email 
address by Monday 2nd March 2026

• Select the three subjects that you would 
wish to study.

• In block A, please select one reserve 
choice (unless all three subjects have 
been selected.)

• In block B, please select at least two 
reserve choices.

• At least three reserve choices must be 
chosen in total.

• Press ‘submit’ which is at the bottom of 
the Microsoft Form



• Students will find out 
which subjects they 
will study during the 

summer term.

• The options process is 
more flexible this year, 
which will mean that 
some students will 
need to study their 

reserve options.

Completing your Option Form



Option Subject Presentations

• Subject presentations will take place as outlined above.

• There will be opportunities for questions. 

• Within these sessions each presentation will simply be reproduced, allowing you to 

design your own timetable for the evening.  

• A buzzer will sound at the start of each session.

• At the end of session 4 the evening ends.





Thank you

Enjoy the evening and have a 
safe journey home

SLT and Mrs Winters will be in 
reception for any queries

Year 9 Parents Evening  -  Thursday 12th March 2026
Deadline to submit options - Monday 23rd March 2026
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